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Period for Reply 
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1)E*3 Responsive to communication^) filed on 04 March 2007 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 11-20 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 11-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 

* 

■ 

applicant regards as the invention: 

In claims 1 1 and 16, the recited languages at lines 22-26 and 22-27 respectively, 
are vague and indefinite because the "multiplexer outputs M-bit image value when the 
result value indicates that the P MSB of the current M-bit image data and the N-bit 
delayed image data are not equal, and for outputting the M-bit image data when the 
result value indicates that the P MSB of the current M-bit image data and the N-bit 
delayed image data are equal". In other words, the recited language appears to be 
contradictory because the multiplexer would output the M-bit image value whether the 
same conditions are equal or are not equal. Similar argument is true for the recited 
language, at lines 22-27, of claim 16. Appropriate corrections and/or clarification is 
required. 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 3/4/ have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. At page 7 of the remarks, it is argued that "Therefore, Ham does not teach 
the image value provided by the LUT is used when the results value indicates that the P 
MSB of the current M-bit image data and the N-bit delayed image data are not equal, 
and that the image data is used when, the result value indicates that the P MSB of the 
current M-bit image data and the N-bit delayed image data are equal, as recited in 
currently independent claims 1 1 and 16". However, such is not reflected in the claims. In 
other words, the claims do not specify that the image value or data(i.e., D8', see figure 



Application/Control Number: 10/707,362 



Page 3 



Art Unit: 2629 

6) provided by the LUT is used when the noted conditions are not equal, and that the 
input image data(i.e., D8, see figure 6) from the bit processor is use when the noted 
conditions are equal. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mike Fatahiyar whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
7688. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 to 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe, can be reached on 571-272-7691 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

* 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



RICHARD HJERPE 

.;-!f«*WS0HY PATENT EXAMINER 
! ™* CENTER 2600 




M. Fatahiyar 
March 31, 2007 




